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Each year, millions of birds are snatched out of the wild
to supply the cage-bird business. Because grossly inhu-
mane capture techniques, injuries, inadequate care, and
shock cause an appalling number of deaths, supplying
worldwide imports of seven and a half million birds ac-
tually necessitates the capture of 30 million birds. One
method of capture involves trapping the birds with leg
snares from which they dangle helplessly for indefinite
periods. Those that survive capture are highly stressed
and may die as a result of the immense cruelties of ship-
ment; hundreds of birds often are packed in tiny crates
meant for two or three dozen and are left for days with
no food or water. Fighting often erupts and many birds
are maimed or killed. Sometimes, every bird in a ship-
ment of three or four thousand will be dead on arrival.
Poor conditions and disease outbreaks in quarantine also
kill many birds. During the past ten years, 7,025,867
birds were imported into the U.S. and 1,214,721 of them
died in transport and quarantine. Many of them would
die later, in the pet shop or in their owners’ homes. Par-
rots and other birds pair for life and thus suffer even fur-
ther from the loss of their mates. The birds endure these
horrors at the hands of the legal trade, to say nothing of
what goes on in the illegal trade. Both are pushing many
species to the brink of extinction.

A ban on the commercial sale of wild-caught birds would
end many atrocities and much of the devastation this
trade involves.

No. First of all, captive breeding can supply birds in
sufficient numbers to satisfy demand. Moreover, birds
born and raised in captivity actually make better com-
panions since they are tame and bred for placid dis-
positions. In fact, one pet shop even advertises the
preferability of these birds by reminding its customers
that “a tame, friendly bird that is used to being handled
and likes people is worth a great deal more than an 1m-
ported, aggressive, stressed, and possibly ill bird that
may never become a trustworthy pet or breeder.”
Second, captive-bred birds are highly unlikely to carry
diseases transmittable to humans, such as tuberculosis,
psittacosis, and salmonella.

No. In fact, the very existence of a legal market for high-
priced, wild-caught birds; the inability to distinguish
berween smuggled and legally exported birds; and
USDA’s indemmnity program {under which the agency
reimburses sellers for birds killed to control Exotic
Newcastle Disease) not only are compelling incentives
for smuggling, but also actually create a supportive envi-
ronment for it. Any enterprise this lucrative is bound to
give rise to some criminal activity, but if all birds sold as
pets had to be captive-bred and identified as such by
closed leg bands and other means, smuggling would be-
come much riskier than it is now; eventually, it would
be impossible to sell illegal birds.

The pet industry has a powerful economic interest in
perpetuating the status quo and thus opposes any at-
tempt to halt the trade in wild-caught birds. This multi-
million-dollar operation (the total retail bird business

is worth $300 million in gross sales) brings an average
profit margin of 60 percent at every level, from exporter
to final sale. {However, the natives who trap the birds
recelve very little of this monev.) Exporters compensate
for the high mortality rates, which the industry simply
regards as a cost of doing business, by overshipping;
sellers recoup losses by charging high prices. Many avi-
culrurists (i.e, bird collectors and breeders) also want to
block such bans because they, too, buy and sell large
numbers of imported birds.

While revenues from bird sales may decline temporarily,
no pet shop need relocate to another state in order to
continue operating; this is just another weak scare tactic
of the pet industry. Commercial captive breeding could
easily replace the lost imports and allow the pet industry

to satisfy
the demand
for pet birds.
Furthermore,
although the
profit margin
per bird is
lower because of
higher costs in-
volved in breeding
birds in captivity,
pet dealers would en-
joy increased profits
in the long term be-
cause of lower mortality
rates and fewer health

problems among these
birds.

A ban need not affect
captive-breeding pro-
grams. Most birds im-
ported into the U.S. are destined to be
sold individually as pets; very few are
ever used in any kind of breeding pro-
gram. The non-commercial trade {i.e.,
purchases by zoos and other researchers)
amounts to less than one percent of all
imports, and it is these few birds thart are
most likely to be part of captive-breeding
programs.
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No. On the contrary, just the opposite is true. The pet-
bird trade has had a devastating impact on wild popula-
tions and their habitats. Far from “rescuing” birds from
destroyed or declining areas of tropical forests, as the pet
industry claims, trappers raid undisturbed — and even
specially protected — areas, often cutting down trees 10
get to the birds. Thus, not only do the ravages of the
commercial pet trade add to the population and habitat
losses caused by human and agricultural encroachment,
timber harvesting, pesticide use, ctc., but they also ren-
der the birds and their habitats less able to cope with
these other pressures. A ban on commercial trafficking
in wild-caught birds would eliminate one major threat to
species survival and preservation of the environment.

LT

While this is true in a few areas of the world, there 1s
no comparison between birds killed as pests and the
tremendous toll the pet trade exacts on wild bird pop-
ulations. Contrary to its claims, this trade in no way re-
duces the number of native birds killed as pests. In fact,
if the commercial exploitation ceased immediately, a far
greater number of birds would escape hideous deaths
than would still be eradicated as pests. It is illuminating
to note that, despite allowing limited killing of cock-
atoos, the Australian government has reaffirmed its ex-
port ban to.protect its native birds from something it
considers much more destructive — the pet trade,

The pet industry claims that wild-caught birds sold as
pets will live Jonger because they won’t fall victim to en-
demic diseases; the industry then tries to blame many
deaths of imported birds on diseases that would have
killed them anyway had they been left in the wild. This
is nonsense. Disease is not a major factor causing bird
mortality in the wild. For example, Dr. Manuel Nores,
an eminent ornithologist who has done field research for
15 years in Latin America, reports that he has never secn
a sick Blue-fronted Amazon parrot in the wild, nor ever
heard of one from other rescarchers, yet this is the parrot
species most prone to dying in large numbers in captiv-
ity due to disease. The truth is, bird diseases tend to
remain latent as long as the birds are in the wild, but
many ornithologists agree the birds are much more likely
to succumb to illnesses once subjected to the stress and
cruelty inflicted by their human captors.


























































