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April 29,2011

Steve McNall, President

State Humane Association of California
¢/o Pasadena Humane Society & SPCA
361 South Raymond Avenue

Pasadena, CA 91105-2687

email: stevel@phsspea.org

Dear Steve,

I am writing to you to express my concerns with the state of the relationship between
some members of the State Humane Association of California and The HSUS. Looking at
your Board of Directors and membership ranks, I see the names of so many organizations and
people that The HSUS has long collaborated with in shared efforts to prevent animal
suffering, advance meaningful reforms, combat illegal cruelty and fighting, elevate the field
of animal sheltering, and promote life-saving initiatives for homeless pets. For years we have
supported the Association with membership dues, financial support of the Animal Care
Conference, and the participation of experts for training and educational events. In addition,
we have specific relationships with many of your member organizations, having provided
them with financial support, partnered with them on advocacy and training efforts, and
collaborated with them in regard to animal placement and law enforcement activities. What’s
more, one of your board members sits on our companion animal advisory committee. We
consider you and all of the Association’s members and member organizations our friends and
colleagues.

That is why I was troubled to learn about the Association handout (attached) —
including your name and that of other Association Board members — that was personally
sri AR circulated in the State Capitol by the Association’s executive director Erica Hughes, the
: ; Association’s contract lobbyist Karen Lange, and Association board member Madeline
Bernstein. The message of that handout — as well as the remarks that accompanied its
delivery, as described by someone in the legislature who met with them — was hostile to The
HSUS’ efforts and clearly offered with the intention of undermining the credibility of our
established voice at the Capitol.

While we believe that the effort was not well-received and has done damage to the
Association, not The HSUS, we nonetheless are disturbed by the action and its underlying
intent. Only one week prior to this, we happily included the Association as a co-sponsor on
two important pieces of legislation we’d worked to see introduced, thinking we were adding
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An important partner, voice, and asset to the shared effort. We had no idea that we would so soon be on the
receiving end of unwarranted criticism from the Association.

This recent development reflected the same posture displayed to me by your executive director last
February when I met with her prior to a legislative reception we hosted in the Capitol. This approach is
surprising and frankly out-of-step with our sense of the broader relationship we have with Association
members across California, including you and others on your board.

We are proud of the advances we have helped to steward for animal protection issues in the California
legislature. We believe that this progress conveys a great deal to every California humane organization, and
we strive to leverage our relationships in the legislature for the benefit of local agencies whenever and
wherever we can. In fact we are co-sponsoring a bill this year at the express request of the San Diego Humane
Society and SPCA, which solicited our help in an effort to seek changes to statutory language that has long
troubled them. We see this as the perfect example of how The HSUS can be of service and partnership — and
where our legislative influence can be an asset to all.

| have instructed every one of our state directors to maintain a focus on establishing, growing and
nurturing collaborative relationships with other humane leaders. This is in fact the natural predilection of our
California state director, so keeping focused on this goal has not been terribly difficult - in spite of the
challenges associated with dealing with the confrontational posture manifested by Erica and Madeline.

It’s not helpful for our broader cause to have a few individuals acting on the Association’s behalf
conducting themselves in this way. We don’t believe these actions reflect well on the Association, and where
HSUS is concerned, they seem incongruous with our sense of the broader views held of the Association. I do
think it’s time for corrective action, because the absence of it sends a signal to us that this behavior is not of
concern to you. And if there are concerns that the Association board has with regard to HSUS activities in
California, we would like to hear, discuss, and sort through them.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter, Steve. I look forward to speaking with you and
[ will call in you in the next couple of weeks. In the meantime, please don’t hesitate to contact me to discuss.
I’m personally committed to working through these issues via productive dialogue.

Sincerely,

Wayne Pacelle
President and CEO
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